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BBC branded
rresponsible’
for cutting
children’s radio

THE BBC has been “irresponsible™ to
cul down children's radio in the
mistaken belief that they always need
visual stimulation, according to Susan
Stranks, the former presenter of the
television series Magpie.

BBLC executives “don't understand
children any more” and fail to
appreciate that radio is “equally if not
more important than™ television in
inspiring children, she said.

Stranks added that while adults now
have a huge choice, children today get
less radio output than they did in the
Forties through Children's Hower alone,

In 2011, the BEC axed more than 1,000
hours of children's programmes on
digital station Radio 7, to be replaced by
content for older children and their
parents on Radio 4 Extra and a CBeehies
radio show online.

But Stranks gaid that children had
stopped listening because the content
had become *patronising™ and warned
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that revelations of Jimmy Savile's reign
af abuse showed that *unless yvou
saleguard children, we all sufter”,

Her criticisms feature in & new book
by Garry Vaux called Legends of Kids TV 2,
which contains stories and opinions
from 45 siars epanning more than 50
vears of children's television. ;

“I've been campaigning for over 30
years for a national children’s radio
network,” she said, “1 belicve radio is
equally, if not more important, for young
children than television, but the BBC
will not listen,

“In the vast expansion of radio choice
for grown-ups, today’s children get less
I:'I.I:I';'?'L:'J radio than Childeen"s Howr
provided in the 19405, when the Home
service was Lhe only available platform.
IU's 50 irresponsible,”

Stranks, best known as a co-presenter
ol ITV's Magpre from 1968 to 1974,
launched the world's first digital radic
station for children, in 2000, called
abracaDABral, which is now run as a

- gﬂes on {fﬂr SﬂmE] non-profit internet station.
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